OFFICIAL-[SENSITIVE]

ANNUAL MEETING OF GLAPWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting held Thursday 23rd May 2024 immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting held at 7.00 p.m 

In the Glapwell Centre.

Members Present:

Councillors T. Trafford (Chair), C. Fleetwood (Vice-Chair), I Grainger-Grimes, , D. Harvey, A. Langtry-Palmer , Colton Lee, Craig Lee & J. Ritchie.

In attendance:

Ruth Price – Acting Parish Clerk

J Marriott – Responsible Finance Officer

Public Participation:

3 Members of the public were present.

A member of the public referred to the terrible state of the roads locally, particularly the main road in to the estate. The Chair explained that despite considerable lobbying to Derbyshire County Council with regard to both the issues of the surfacing, pot holes and road markings at the entrance to the village from A617, despite promises, there had been little evidence of action other than random resurfacing in some small areas. People were recommended to report on the DCC website as there was a requirement to respond to these.
The Chair of the Football Club raised some requests including availability for a pitch for Under 16’s next season, better liaison between all the football clubs and the GCSA which would enable teams to more effectively manage the timetable of games and ensure there were no clashes, and offers to volunteer to help maintain the site. The Vice Chair explained that all work and volunteering was on hold until a risk assessment had been carried out, and that it was important that no volunteering work took place prior to application for grants, as volunteer hours could be counted towards match funding. J Ritchie agreed to follow up the organisation of a risk assessment through BDC. The Chair explained that policies needed to be in place including access to the ground, keyholders etc:,  liaison meetings between GCSA and the clubs and a ground management programme,  and that this would be a priority for the new clerk once in post. A discussion also took place about the arrangement of community events on the site and that liaison meetings to co-ordinate these and ensure there were no clashes, would be very beneficial to all.
A member of the public raised major concerns about the speed of the traffic on A617, particularly heavy lorries, and whether there was any action that the parish council could take. Traffic regularly exceeded the 30 mph speed limit. The Chair explained that this had been discussed many times in the past and that requests for speed cameras, police presence etc, had not been very successful. The Vice chair had enquired about posting warning signs, but this was not allowed unless a Community Speed Watch team was put in place. It was suggested that the new Police and Crime Commissioner be invited to a future meeting, and to see the issue on the ground. The member of the public volunteered to become a member of Community Speed Watch if a team was established.

A member of the public asked about flowers in the village and it was explained that these would be planted in the next couple of weeks. Two of the beds opposite the Young Vanish had been taken over by volunteers for the establishment of wild flower areas. A discussion took place about the possibility of identifying other suitable wild flower sites in the village if the management of the beds was successful. Councillor Lee explained that he was aware of initiatives in other areas supported by STWA, and he would find further details.
It was suggested that it would be nice to revive the garden competition.

There was a complaint about an overgrown hedge impeding the footway on the way out of the village towards Pleasley. Councillor Ritchie to follow up with BDC  

BUSINESS

01/05/24
Appointment of Chair

It was Proposed by Councillor C Fleetwood, Seconded by Councillor D Harvey and Resolved that Councillor T Trafford be appointed Chair of the Council for the municipal year 2024/2025

02/05/24
Appointment of Vice Chair

It was Proposed by Councillor D Harvey, Seconded by Councillor I Grainger-Grimes and Resolved that Councillor C Fleetwood be appointed Vice Chair of the Council for the municipal year 2024/2025

03/05/24
Apologies for absence.
An apology for absence was received from Councillor R Hibbert
04/05/24
Appointment of Acting Clerk as Proper Officer

It was Proposed, Seconded and Resolved to appoint Mrs E R Price, as the temporary acting Parish Clerk and Proper Officer on Point 28 of the NALC scale of salaries, until the start date of the newly appointed parish clerk in July 2024. 

05/05/24
Welcome to Co-opted Members

Councillors Craig Lee and Colton Lee were welcomed to the meeting and signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office as Councillors. They were also provided with Declaration of Interest Forms for completion as required by the Monitoring Officer.
06/05/24 To receive Declarations of interest.

All Members declared their interest in the Glapwell Sports Association The Chair and V/Chair declared their interest in the Glapwell Guardians, and Cllr Ritchie declared his interest in the Glapwell Colliery Cricket Club.

07/05/24 Exclusion of the Public

There were no items on the Agenda which would necessitate the removal of the public, although the public had all left at this point anyway.

08/05/24 Review of Policies

· Policy Portfolio and Risk Register
It was agreed that the policy portfolio and Risk Register be reviewed and approved under the guidance of the new parish clerk later in the municipal year

· Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

It was agreed that the existing Standing Orders and Regulations be accepted and approved.

· Asset Register

Members received a copy of the updated Asset Register, totalling £1,221,671 which was accepted and approved.  
09/05/24 Minutes

To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on the Thursday 25th April 2024.

The Chair went through the Minutes for accuracy, and these were approved as a true record.
10/05/24 Recruitment of the new Clerk& RFO (combined role)

The Chair reported that a considerable number of applications had been received in response to the advert but that only 2 candidates were CILCA qualified and both had been interviewed for the post of Parish Clerk & RFO. Following the interviews the post had been offered to one of the candidates who had accepted the post, but she was unable to start until July.

The terms and conditions and the contract for the post would be submitted to the next meeting of the Parish Council for acceptance and approval.
It was Proposed, Seconded and Resolved that the actions taken and the appointment of the Parish Clerk be approved.

11/05/24 Planning

No planning applications were presented for consideration.

12/05/24 Reports
a. Chairs Report.

The Chair’s main item to report concerned the appointment of the new Parish Clerk & RFO.
b. District Councillors Report.
Cllr. Ritchie had submitted a written report and expanded on the Government funding issue with the local MP
He explained that he had been notified that the proposed consultation by National Grid for overhead electricity line between Chesterfield and Willington which would affect the local area, had been postponed due to the recently announced general election. 
c. County Councillors Report.
There was no report from the County Councillor.

d. Police Report.
There was no police officer present nor any report. 
e. Glapwell Centre Managers Report.
The Centre Manager submitted a detailed report summarising income and expenditure, hire bookings, 23-24 comparisons, regular activities, questions concerning safeguarding training, maintenance and equipment issues, football news and financial information for the Sports Association. The report generated a discussion about the need for a manageable booking system for the sports grounds and the need for the GCSA to ensure that the proper policies and procedures were in place. This together with a review of staffing hours and job description would be a priority for the new Parish Clerk, once in post.
13/05/24 Items for consideration and Decision.

· Renovation of the Community Centre (standing item).

Work to the electrics was still outstanding. The funding opportunities which had been a consideration had now closed and further funding streams needed to be looked at.
· The Football Ground and MUGA (standing item)

The GCSA would look at this in detail at their next meeting
· Cricket Club Lease would be dealt with by the new Clerk
· Councillor Hibbert had submitted a report on the proposed firework display and that GCDG would be donating £350 to the event. Following discussion it was Proposed Seconded and Resolved that the parish council make a grant not exceeding £2000 towards the event and that the organisers consider an  increase to the rental for the stallholders to supplement the cost. It was also agreed that the District Councillor and County Councillor be approached to enquire whether they would be able to make a contribution. The RFO reminded members of their limited budget of £8000 available for projects and events for the full year

· The flower beds had been discussed earlier in the meeting

· Emergency bleed kits – it was agreed that whilst this was not a priority if funding could be found to cover the costs,  then bleed kits would be useful particularly at the sportsground.. 
14/05/24 Items for information only.

a. Correspondence

There was no correspondence
b. Items for information.
There were no items for information
15/05/24 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2023/24



Internal Audit Report 23/24

The RFO presented the internal audit report which raised the following matters

· Financial regulations had not been complied with in that the insurance payment had been made on a pro forma rather than an invoice. It was explained that this was due to the inability of the RFO to get the information from the ex parish clerk.

· Ensuring there are adequate reserves at the end of the year

· Failure to publish agendas and minutes on the website

It was Proposed, Seconded and Resolved to accept the report and put actions in place to address the issues raised.

16/05/24 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2023/24


Governance Statement 23/24

A copy of the Governance Statement – Section 1 - had been distributed to all members of the Council. Members acknowledged that as members of the Parish Council they had a responsibility for ensuring that there was a sound system of control, including arrangements for the preparation of the accounting statements. The Chair read out each of the statements, and members confirmed that to the best of their knowledge and belief, with respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31st March 2024, that they were able to answer Yes to questions 1 – 9 as shown on the Appended Statement. It was Proposed, Seconded and Resolved that the statement be approved and duly signed by the Chair of the Council and Clerk of the meeting. 

17/05/24 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2023/24



Accounting Statements 23/24

A copy of the Accounting Statement – Section 2 - had been circulated to all members of the Council. It was Proposed Seconded and Resolved that the Annual Accounts of Glapwell Parish Council for the year ended 31st March 2024, and signed by the Internal Auditor on 14th May 2024, be approved and that the Accounting Statement ,duly signed by the Responsible Finance Officer , presented fairly the financial position of the authority and its income and expenditure,  and that the statement be signed by the Chair of the Council.
The RFO notified members that the Public Rights of Inspection period would run from 3rd June until 12th July, 2024.
18/05/24 Finance
1. Payments for authorisation
The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) had circulated a list of payments which required authorising for payment. These were approved by the Members and are appended to the minutes
2. Income & Expenditure, bank reconciliation
The RFO had circulated the income & expenditure figures with the bank reconciliation and the balance sheet and members approved and accepted the documents.

19/05/24 Items to be considered on the next agenda.
· Speeding on A617 and through village
· Contract and terms and conditions – new Parish Clerk

10/05/24 Date of Next Meeting 27th June 2024 7.00pm 
	Date
	Details
	TOTAL
	NET
	VAT

	01.04.24
	Ault Hucnall
	PCC - Donation
	1
	£500.00
	£500.00
	£0.00

	01.04.24
	DCC
	DBS checks
	2
	£99.00
	£85.50
	£13.50

	02.04.24
	Opus Energy
	Centre gas
	3
	£438.67
	£365.56
	£73.11

	03.04.24
	Shelter maint
	Cleaning Bus Shelt
	4
	£18.10
	£15.08
	£3.02

	01.04.24
	Easy Websites
	Hosting
	DD
	£30.36
	£25.30
	£5.06

	08.04.24
	Eon - Next
	FG elec
	5
	£45.69
	£43.51
	£2.18

	30.04.24
	Staff Salaries
	April
	6
	£3,614.94
	£3,614.94
	£0.00

	30.04.24
	HMRC
	PAYE April
	6
	£710.96
	£710.96
	£0.00

	30.04.24
	NEST
	Staff Pension
	6
	£84.46
	£84.46
	£0.00

	30.04.24
	I E Genner
	Windows
	7
	£20.00
	£20.00
	£0.00

	30.04.24
	Brit Gas
	Centre elec
	8
	£174.46
	£166.15
	£8.31

	30.04.24
	Waste Man
	Centre Waste
	DD
	£86.40
	£72.00
	£14.40

	30.04.24
	Water Plus
	Centre
	DD
	£27.36
	£27.36
	£0.00

	30.04.24
	Daisy 
	Phone & Bband
	DD
	£45.89
	£38.24
	£7.65

	01.05.24
	Opus Energy
	Centre Gas
	9
	£353.56
	£294.63
	£58.93

	01.05.24
	Easy Websites
	Hosting
	DD
	£30.36
	£25.30
	£5.06

	02.05.24
	T&J Electrics
	Defib Football Grnd
	10
	£390.00
	£325.00
	£65.00

	04.05.24
	Shelter Maint
	Bus shelters
	11
	£18.10
	£15.08
	£3.02

	04.05.24
	Waste Manage
	Centre waste
	DD
	£87.60
	£73.00
	£14.60

	11.05.24
	BDC
	Loan repayment
	12
	£7,087.50
	£7,087.50
	£0.00

	11.05.24
	Daisy
	Phone & Bband
	DD
	£45.89
	£38.24
	£7.65

	Additional

	14.05.24
	E-on Next
	FG elec
	13
	£35.85
	£34.14
	£1.71

	12.05.24
	Water Plus
	Centre supply
	14
	£77.28
	£77.28
	£0.00

	12.05.24
	Water Plus
	FG supply
	15
	£27.60
	£27.60
	£0.00

	13.05.24
	K Howe
	Int Audit
	16
	£250.00
	£250.00
	£0.00

	31.05.24
	Staff Salaries
	May
	17
	£4,023.37
	£4,023.37
	£0.00

	31.05.24
	HMRC
	PAYE - May
	17
	£797.24
	£797.24
	£0.00

	31.05.24
	NEST
	Staff Pension - May
	17
	£84.46
	£84.46
	£0.00
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